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Abstract. The present paper deals with a document concerning the calendar reform which
was addressed to the Pan-Orthodox Conference in Constantinople in 1923. The document
was written in German using the Gothic letters and the author’s name is Gustav Baron
Bedeus from Hermannstadt (today Sibiu, Romania). Independently of the proposal he con-
siders that the task of calendar regulating belongs to a state and for this reason a world
conference gathering all states and churches aimed at calendar reform could be organized.

The Julian calendar was subject of various projects aimed at its reforming several
times in the course of its use. The reason was that the difference between the year
duration in this calendar and that of the tropical (natural) year increased by one
day each 128 years. For instance, by the time of enacting the Gregorian calendar in
1582 this diffeence had reached 10 days. The Gregorian calendar was not adopted
simultaneously in all countries; most of the Eastern-Christian countries adopted it
after the First World War. The Orthodox Churches were not willing to adopt the
Gregorian calendar, not only because of its shortcomings, but also for political reasons.
Therefore, in 1923 in Constantinople a Pan-Orthodox Meeting was arranged where,
among others, the question of reforming the Julian calendar was considered.

The present authors consider a resolution concept concerning the calendar reform
written by Gustav Baron Bedeus from Hermannstadt (today Sibiu, Romania) pro-
posed by him to the Constantinople Pan-Orthodox Meeting.

Gustav Baron Bedeus lived in the second half of the XIX century and in the early
decades of the XX century. He originates from a well-known noble family which had
come to Transylvania in the XVI century and was appointed baron by the Austrian
emperor in 1854.

Especially active in the social and political life of Transylvania was his grandfa-
ther Bedeus von Scharberg Josef Freiherr who took degree in law from the University
of Klausenburg, acted as a governmental adviser and afterwards became Superior
Lands-Commissair. In 1844 he published the Constitution of the Grand Principal-
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ity of Transylvania. According to our searches Gustav Baron Bedeus wrote several
articles and books and was active in the Saxonian organizations and associations in
Transylvania (Egry Gabor doctoral dissertation, 2005; Béla Kopeczi (General Editor)
History of Transylvania).

This resolution concept entitled as (in English translation) ” A Resolution Concept
for Conference of the Calendar of Orthodox Churches in Constantinople on May 1,
1923” was published in ”Siebenbuergisch-Deutschen Tagesblatt” (Transylvanian daily
paper in German) and it contains seven items. Its reprint followed by an Annex is
stored in the National Brukenthal Museum in Sibiu (Romania) as No II 34507 (Fig.
1.). Another reprint can be found in the Archives of the Serbian Orthodox Church.

As can be seen from the title, Bedeus entitled this resolution concept ”The Calen-
dar Conference in Orthodox Churches” since the meeting was originally viewed as a
Conference. At the third session the meeting was renamed by the delegates to become
a ”Pan-Orthodox Congress” which was source to various comments and protests in
the ecclesiastical circles (Fomij, 2004).

In the document Bedeus presented his concept of calendar reform, first of all by
introducing the so-called fixed calendar in order to achieve all the Christian holidays
to be celebrated at the same time. The basic unit in this calendar is a week, i.e.
the number of days in a year must be divisible by seven (remainder zero) and, as a
consequence, at the beginning of every year and month it would be Monday and at
the end Sunday. In this way the dates would be the same for the same week days.

A year would have usually 52 weeks (52x7=364 days) and the remaining days (365-
th and 366-th ones, i.e. so-called zero days) would accumulate to attain one week (leap
week) which would be added to form a leap year of 371 days (53 weeks). This would
take place 10 times for each fifth year and 15 times for each sixth year in a sequence.
The number of months would be also 12, but a month could have 28 or 35 days: in
particular, the first four months would have 35 days, as well as the last one in a leap
year, otherwise a month would have 28 days.

Such an intercalation rule, as given above, would yield a cycle of 140 years with 25
leap years (consisting of 53 weeks). Then, it is easy to calculate the average number
of days in a year which was not done by Bedeus, but has been done by us and we find
365.25 days exactly as in the case of the Julian calendar.

The idea of a year consisting of 52 weeks (364 days) was known as early as to the
ancient Jews. It also appears in the case of the World Calendar published by the
World Calendar Association in 1930. This association was very active in the League
of Nations which was also interested very much in the calendar reform.

In the World Calendar there are two zero days — days not distributed within a
week. One of them called Worldsday is to be on December 31, this is a world holiday
— of year’s end and the other one is to be on ”June 317 — Leapyear Day which is, of
course, characteristic for leap years only (Skrobonja, 2000).

Different from Bedeus where the first date in each month should be on Monday, in
the case of the World Calendar only the months with which the year quarters begin
would have the first dates on Sunday.

A version similar to this document, in the Romanian language and without any
indication about its author, was the official Romanian proposal for the calendar reform
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fiir die Kalenderfonferens der orthodoren l{tr&ye
in Honjtantinopel |. Ulai 1923.

Don Guftan Bavon Bedeus, Hermannitadt.

1. Om Ginne bes Wunides des Komzils pon Nifaea
(325) follte Das Ofterfeft pon allen Ghriften gleidheitia
gefefert twerden; biefer TWunjd gilt ebenfp audy fiir alle
anbern dyriftlichen Feiertage, die sur Jeit bes Komils
audy nodh gleihgeitig gefeiert turben, b. B. bie Hrift-
[ihen Feiertage milffen einbeitlid gere-
gelt werden.

2. Gpegiell ber Ofterfonntag, der tom erivdbne
ten Rongil einftweilen nur nad) dem jdwanfenden fidijdhen
Sonnenmopnd-Kalenber befthimmt werben Fonnte, mup
nun, nad) Feftitelling Des Tobes= und damit Auferfie=
bungs=Tages Chrifti nad) dem Sonwe nfalender, an dem
wabren Jabrestag der Auferftebung gefeiert
erben.

Reinegfalls fanm Ddie bisherige, aud) auf irrigem
Bollmond-Beredimunger berubende Art ber Ofter-Beftim=
mung aufredit ethalten werden, twomady die Witferfrehung
jtatt an ibrem 3abrestage, wenn audy nady jitdijhem Ka=
fenber: dem Bag nad) dem Frithlings=Bollmond (15.
Uifan) erft am nddften Sonwntage und ebenfo feitens
Der orthor. Kivdien in MiBverftindnis des 7. apoftolifhen

5, ber nur ,bie Feier ber Oftern bor bem Frith=
lings=2equinog gemeinjam mit Dew Jubden® vers
bietet, wenn bdiefer Tag auf bag jidifde Vajdafeft fillt,
gar etft am nadftivlgenden Sonmtage gefeiert wird. iebris
gens ift aud) bdie gregorianifhe Schaltregel nody nidht
miglihft gemau und ovor 2Alfem unvegelmdpig, Da Der
Gdialttag zweimal {don nadh 100, bann erft nady 200
Jabren ausfallt.

3, Ofterfonntag foll immer ein Somwntag fein,
D. b. bie TWopdientage find feftaulegen, fo Daf im febem
Jabre auf jeben eingelnen Datum=Sag tmmer berjelbe
TWodentag und fpegiell auf den Jahrestag ber Auferjie=
bung alljabrlihy ber Gonntag falle.

4. Sieraus erqibt fidh Die Jiotwendigfeit, 1.) bden
fogen. ftanbigen KRalender eingufithren und 2.) aus
pit. 1 bie Qotwendigleit, Die Differengjeit des
jul. unb gregorianijhen Ralemders, (am bejten Den
3.—15. Oftober por Beginn ber JMeuregelung) su eli-
minieren.

Die Regelung des RKalenbers ift aber eine Aufgabe
ber Gtaaten, freilih unter mdglidhiter Beadhtung Der
Forberungen Der RKirden Hinfidhtlich det Feiertage.

G$ ire daber bie Sthiveiz (ettva durdh den Freund-
fdaftabund ber dyrifil. Kirchen) zu erjuden, eine Welt-
fonferens aller Gtagten und Kirden aur Ka=
Tenber=Reform einguberufen und awar umfomebr, da audy
Die Gtaaten [angft die Reform des RKalenbers durdy Feft-
Tequng ber Wodie im Jabre und Monat Dimjden, o=
nady Dann jedes Jabr und Nionat mit Montag beginnt
und mit Sonntag enbet, woburdy die Benitgung von ,Ra-
Lendern® {iberflitfjig toird.

5. Die Cdwels jollte furz borber eine Konferenp
Der driftl. Rirden einberufen, damit dieje die obigen
TWiinfdye an den Weltfongreh gemeinfam vereinbaren,
(nicht bejchliefen, wosu quf Srund Der Vereinbarung nur
Die eingelnen RKirdhen fompetent find,) und ingbejondere
aqud) auf Srund von [don jehst einguleitenden Stubdien den
wiffenjdaftlid) [don eriefenen _Gbrifti (3. 2Apr.
n. St) aud ibrerjeits feftfesen. (Die lepte Publifation
bgm?er ift: ber Enl)emg Shrijti bon ©. Baron Bebeus
1923

6. Diefe RKonfereny moge namentlich aud) die Fefi-
fegung Der Wodeniage Daburh, dap die Tage iiber 52
TBodhen, alfo ber 365. und 366. Tag als Wodenjdalt=
tage (jog. Nulltage) eingelnen TWodhen gugejdaltet werden,
auf dag entjhiedenfte ablehnen, da der Sonntag immer
ber 7. Tag jein muf und nie der 8. oder 9. Tag vom
borangehenden Sonntag fein barf. Bielmehr Fann die Fejt-
[equng Der Wodentage mur durd) Sdhaltboden er=
folgen, inDem ber 365. und 366. Tag pon den Semein=
jabren abguidneiden und immer 7 folder Tage afé eine
Gdyaltwodye bem Sdaltiabr (5., besw. 6. Sabr) angefirgt
erben.

7. Die Kirdyen erbeben aber bagegen feine Ginwenbdurng:

a) DaB 28= und 35tigige Woden=MWonate ge=
fhaffen toerben; bielmebr beftimmen jte, daf in Ddiefem
Falle Peter und Paul am 28. Juni; die DBejdneidung
Ghrifti und Maria-Lidhtmef am 7. und 39. Tage nad dem
25. Degember und Silvefter am legten Jabrestage au
feiern ijt;

b) dafy nun auf Grund deg Shjtemes der Schaltwodien
eine mneue Schaltregel aufgeftellt wird; fie ivitnjhen aur,
Daf Die Gdaltregel [idhere, Dah Das Jabr fih nicht
Dauernd gegen ben Tag Des Aeqinozes -verjdhiebe.

08, GROTLERF, HEmMARNSTAG.
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Figure 1: The document (a) and its annex (b) concerning the calendar reform written

Einbegleitung jum brﬁbfeffigen Entwurf. 7

Der gregor. RKalender war bis gum TWeltfriege nicht
nur von ben [fatholijdhen, fondern qudh von Den proteft.
Gtaaten, ja felbft Sapan eingefibrt worben. Die orth.
RKirdjen und Staaten lebuten ibn jedodh ab. Der Welt-

.“‘\7.—’.: =3
2 ) \\2

Diefer Antrag berubt auf dem Jrrtum, baf man
glaubt, ber Reform-RKalender werde audh ohne Mitwirfung
ber orth. Kirdhen fdhon febr bald eingefiibrt. Maw iber=
[ieht, Daf bie AWelt Des gregor. RKalenders fidy mit diefem

frieg fithrte aber bazu, baf audy Dugarien, Romdnk
und Rufland, dann qudy die Tinfei und China und Heuer
Griedyenland ibn tm weltliden Derfebre einfitbiten,
o baf nur nod) Sugoilavien Furid it

Uber ber Fortbeftand Des jufianijchen RKalenders neben
bem gregorianijchen, tm felben Staate im Hrdhlichen Seben,
olfo Der Doppelfalender namentlich besiiglich Der Feier~
tage ift ein offenbarer ilebelftand, Der au foritodbrenben
Jrrtiimern fiibrt und Durd) bie Doppelten Fefertage bdie
SProbultion bei gemijchten Konfeffionen ungebeuer fchibdiat.

2Alfjeits murbe baber Der Wunjdh rege, daf die orth.
RKirden in gemeinjamer Konferens bdie RKalenderfrage be-

raten [ollten. Der fhumenifde Patriard entfprach der An=

wegung namentlidh Der romdnijden orth. Kirde und Mud
bie Bertreter ber orth. autofepbalen RKirden zu einer fol=
den Beratung auf den 1. Mai L J. ein.

Die naebeliegendfte 8djung Der Frage Wiire die An=
nabme bes gregor, Kalenders aud feitens ber orth. Kirden,
womit unftreitig jehr Diel geivpnnen ipdre: ein einbeit=
idier Ralenber filr die gange MWelt und {peaiell aud fir
bie Ghriftenbeit.

nd body miire dieje Bbjung durdhaus nicht die befte,

bielmebr fogar ein Mnglid fiit die Telt. Sie wiithe ebens

2 Denr Deutigen Kalenber berelvigen.
Denn es ift befannt, bah Ddiefer Kalender u. zm. der
qregor. gang ebenfo, toie Der ful. an umgeDeueren Feblern

- Ieibet, [o baf Die Ginfilbrung eines Reformfalenders brin=

gend ermim{dt ift. Der {Hiverite Fehler der Heutigen Ka-
Ienber ift Dag TWanbemn Der Wodentage im Jabre und
JMonate. Jur Abbilfe wird bie Ginfilbrung dor MWoden-
Jabren und ~Monaten beantragt, b, h. Jabe und Wonat
follen qus gangen Wodew bejtehen: Das Jabhr aus
52 TWoden, gleid) 364 Tagen, dem im Sdaltjabre (b. b.
10 mal dem 5. und benn 15 mal Dem 6. Jabre)
eine gange Sdhalttwod e angefiigt toith; die Monate
aus 4 , gleid 28 Tagen; nur die erften Quartalss
monate (und im Sdaltjabr ber Degember) aus 5 Woden,
gleld) 35 Tagen. :

Dadurd) it erreicht, baf jedes Mionat und Jabe
mit Montag beginnt und mit Sonntag enbet und dah jedes
Ponats-Datum immer auf benfelben Todentag fallt, 3
PB. it der 1, 8, 15, 22. und evemtuell 29. jeben
Monats unb gwar audh in jebem 3abr bam Wontag ujm.,
furg, Div Bendtigen widt melhr Demw ,Kalender’, um u
wiffen, wag fiir ein Wodentag an irgend eimem Datum ift.

Wenn nuw diefe fo Hodwidhtige Reform beborfteht,
e s pon den orth. Rirchen gewil micht richtig, vorber
noch Den ebenfo jdledhtent gregor. Kalender angunebmern,
fo Dah fie unnbtig eine Doppelte RKalender-Umtvilzung
purdymadyen milften.

&3 ift baber Der 2Antrag geftellt worden, die orth.
Rizden follten Den gregor. Ralender niht annchmen, jone
bern ben Reform~RKalenber abiartem

Reform-Kalenber febr Seit A%, wabrend die Brobdubs
tions-Berlufte durdh) bie Doppelfeiertage in Dem wrth.
Gtaaten gingend eime rajde Rdfung fordern.

Hier gibt es mur die Moglichleit, Dap bBie prih.
Rirden felbft bie Jnitiatie ur rajden Entfdeidung
ergreifen, Daff Der Reformfalender fdhonm umbpers
30 glid cingefilhrt werde, mogegen ja feinerlei Gdioierigs
feit obmalfen fann. 2Mmbemfalls find fie genbtigt, ben
gregor. Ralenber eingufitbren.

IBie Diefe Onitiative eingeleitet erden IBnnte, das
geigt ber Bedlupantrag. Durdy diefe Onitiative wiirden
Die orth. Kivden fih dem Rubm Der Termixflidhung der
toabren Kalenberregelung erringen! -

@3 ift auch ber Bor{dhlag gemadht worden, zwar den
gregorianifdhen Kalender aud) filr bie orth. Kirdher angu=
nebmen; jebody besliglih Der Felertage, f[pesiell Her
Oftern follen bie Bor[hriften der eimelnen Rirchen auf=
redyt ethalten erben. Dizfe Regelung wdre faum eine Halbe
Lifung. Denn danadh Wiirben zivar Ddie figen Feiertage
eiterhin sufammengefeiest, aber bie Jabl ber bex
veglidien Feiertage micht. G$ tirde alfo Dem grofien
Yebelftand ber boppelten Fefertage nur au einem STeife
abgeholfen! Man fiberficht babei hof mit Her Jin tafyme

¢S gregor. Kalenders Die bisherigen Gpaften Der orth.
Ofterberedimung unbraudybar Iverbem, aljo unbedingt audy
eine Jleu=Regelung frer Ofter-Berechnung erfolgen muf,

Die Annahme audh Dder gregor. Gpaften umd Ofters
Beredrung ift aber ausgefdiojien, ba fic ouh unrihtig
ift, Da banad) 3. B. beuer ber Bollmond auf den 31. Miiry
fiel, mibrend er tatfacdhlich erft 1. pril war.

©s ift sweifellos richtiger, wo Dodhy ein Reformias
Ienber bevorfieht, ibm nidt ju praejudigicren,
D. b. feine Gntjcheidung audh beliglich ber Oftertage ab-
suwarten; aber nidt untitig, jondern, ie erwdbnt, in=
dem auf bringlichfte Ginberufung der Teltfonferens Fur
Ralenbervegeiung gedrungen with. —- &4 ware ein groper
Sebler, fdyon begilglidh Der Ofterfrage einen endgilltigen
BefdIup gu faffen, der dann eine Bereinbeitlichung
Dber Beiettage filr lange berhinbert.

Das Giel der Konftantinopeler Konferenz mufy biel=
mebr fein, gerabe gegeniiber dem ebenjo ber=
alteten gregorianifden Kalender cinem weit
Befjern gur rafdeften Ginfithrung su erbelfen, b. b. die
aergijde Onitiative 3u etgrefjen, baf Die Ralenberfrage
wabrhaft muftergiiltig geregelt mwerbe.

Gdeuten fich die orth. Rivden bie richtige LBjung
Der Ofterfrage, aljo bie Feier am mabren Sabrestag der
fZ_I.u?erftebung hrerjeits boraufhlagen, fo banbelt es
fidh jo viefmebr barum, mur au meinem Diesbesiiglichen
Antrage Stellung gu nebmen; alfo su fagen, baf, memn
et aud) von den andemn RKirdjen angenommen Wird, audy
bie orth. Rirden Dagegen Teine Ginwenbung erheben.

| B

by Gustav Baron Bedeus from Hermannstadt (today Sibiu, Romania).
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at the Pan-Orthodox Congress in 1923.

According to Milankovié (1923) the Romanian proposal was presented by a Roma-
nian delegate, Senator Dragici, as if he were the author, but Milankovié¢ adds that he
learnt ”from another side” that the true author was Baron Bedeus from Sibiu. This
proposal is somewhat different from what we find in the document considered here.
The common year also consists of 364 days, there is a leap week, but the distribution
of number of days in months is different so that each year quarter has the same num-
ber of days — 91. From this point of view it is more similar to the World Calendar
where the first month in a year quarter has 31 days, unlike the Romanian proposal
for which the last month of a year quarter has 31 days. In the World Calendar the
problem of the 365-th, i.e. 366-th, year day is solved by adding them every year,
i.e. every fourth year. On the other hand, in the document and in the Romanian
proposal considered at the Congress the zero days (named also by Bedeus ”leap days
in a week”) form one week which is added after a given time interval. In both cases
the same goal is achieved, to have a year duration as close as possible to the tropical
year.

According to Zivkovié (1927) ”the project of the World Calendar is not new because
in 1923 an identical one was submitted to the Serbian Patriarchy by an unknown
person”.

The scientific commission of the Congress, in addition to the Romanian proposal,
considered also that of the Serbian Orthodox Church (Milankovi¢ (1923) which was
the project of Maksim Trpkovié¢ (1864-1924) where during the presentation Milutin
Milankovi¢ (1879-1958), as a delegate to this Meeting, proposed a change in the
intercalation rule (Trajkovska 2003, Trajkovska 2008). The Scientific Commission
took into account only these proposals because the others were not complete.

In order to achieve the goal of a simultaneous celebrating of Christian holidays
in Bedeus’ opinion the Orthodox Churches should accept his proposal of calendar
although according to him the solving of the calendar question belongs to state.
Therefore, he proposes Switzerland to call a world conference of all states and churches
where the question of calendar reform would be solved. The Romanian delegation at
the Constantinople Meeting at the sessions of May 23 and June 5, 1923 was successful
in making a decision concerning the participation in a world conference of unifying
Christian calendars aimed at ”finding out a new calendar improved scientifically and
practically”. This decision is characterized by a flexibility concerning a future calendar
reform if it was to be adopted by all Christian Churches. The calendar proposed by
the Romanian delegation was not accepted because it did not take into account the
canonic rules of the Church.

1. CONCLUSION

At present we cannot be sure that Gustav Baron Bedeus was the actual author of the
official Romanian proposal for the calendar reform submitted to the Pan-Orthodox
Congress because the concept given in the document studied here is rather different
from the version described by Milankovié. The calendar version contained in the
official Romanian proposal at the Pan-Orthodox Congress in Constantinople was not
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accepted. The main objections were due to the absence of respecting the canonic
rules of the Church.

As well known at the Pan-Orthodox Congress in Constantinople the Serbian pro-
posal was accepted which is a modified version of Trpkovié¢’s project where Milankovié
preserved Trpkovié’s basic idea, but changed the intercalation rule.

The Orthodox Churches have never applied this proposal in their practise. This
proposal has been called in different ways by different authors: Reformed Julian calen-
dar, Newjulian calendar, Pan-Orthodox calendar, the Trpkovié-Milankovié¢ calendar,
Milankovié¢’s calendar.

As for Bedeus’ idea concerning a world conference devoted to the calendar reform,
i.e. to unifying the Christian calendars, the position of the Congress was positive.
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