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Abstract: The development of space-related technology since the dawn of the ‘space age’ 

in 1957 has given rise to many new and exciting possibilities. Humankind is now seeking to 

embark on a broad range of space activities and the utilization of this technology forms an 

integral element of the global society, such that the world is dependent upon constant and 

unimpeded ‘access’ to space. Yet, the existing international legal and governance 

framework, largely developed in a very different era of space activities (1960s-1980s), is 

now under strain to provide the necessary certainty, standards, and protections to 

appropriately address specific uses of space that have emerged due to recently evolving 

space technologies. This gives rise to several significant challenges for the future global 

governance of the exploration and use of outer space and, in particular, humankind’s 

interaction with, and dependency on space-related technology.  Important questions arise as 

to how to address these challenges in a way that will enable humankind to continue to use 

space for peaceful purposes and to garner significant benefits through such use for the 

benefit of the global society. This talk highlights some of the major challenges that arise 

and outlines important factors that must be considered in developing appropriate legal, 

regulatory and policy frameworks for future space activities, so as best to serve the interests 

of current and future generations. 

 

Presentation link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrUrpBy0e6A 
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